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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

First Fruits & Hospice Rev.Dr. Homy 2

On Sunday, January 30th, our guest speaker was

Krista Ratliff who is the Di- —

rector of Development for FaithWeaver Letter 3
. to Parents

the Crater Community

Hospice in Petersburg. = *We are building it 3

so you should come

*Rebuilding P-burg 2
*Little Things

Since 1995, this community based non profit

organization has served 3000 families facing termi- :}\I/faTr(Sifndar 4
nal iliness. They serve Petersburg, Prince George *Requests
and other surrounding coun-
ties and cities even down to *Apr Calendar 5
Emporia. They provide many FUMM/UMW
different services to families *Youth News 6
such as end of life care, counseling, respite care, *Prayer Warriors
and education classes. *Birthdays/ 7
Our church supports this group through the First Anniversaries
Fruits program which donates a portion of our *Condolences 7
offering each quarter to 8 different charities *Cluster Nows -
chosen by the Outreach committee.
If you would like further information on the
services that Crater Community Hospice
plro.vide§, pleage contact them at 526-4300 or GARY'’S UMC
visit their website at
www.cratercommunityhospice.org. MISSION

Thank you again for your support of all our ministries.
e To encourage every per-

- Julie Lee son to become a disciple
Outreach Committee Chairperson ~ for Jesus Christ. Every-
one is welcome to be a
part of this community
of faith that nurtures our
brothers and sisters,
reaches out to those in
need, and witness to
those without hope.

Acolyte Ministry has a new Leader...

First let's thank Cindy Thompson for all the
years of coordinating this ministry ~ Many
Thanks Cindy! Then we can welcome Kim
Trout as the new coordinator of this ministry.
Kim has presented the new schedule and
held a training session on February 20. |
Typical ages of Acolytes are 8-16. So if you L g 4 Sunday School
have an interest, find Kim to sign up. We 9:45
can'’t stress the importance enough of this role, bringing in Christ’s light

and takmg it out into the CommunitY- Thanking those who have served, Trinity Lee,
Jamie Lee, Ben Lee and Cindy Thompson. Not 11:00
pictured Josh Comer and Ian Douglas.

Worship Service
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Dear Church Family and Friends of Gary’s,

In this edition of “The
Mouse” you will read of the
plans and schedules for revital-
izing of our Christian Educa-
tion ministries at Gary’s; in
particular the Sunday School
hour.

I pray you will
give this matter
your 100% atten-
tion.

Steve Snodgrass has been
diligent in exploring teaching
materials and class room space
to offer you and your families
for the purpose of equipping
you to be a more faithful disci-
ple of Jesus Christ.

I have often wondered about
the question; would you want
your child or grandchildren, or
yourself for that matter grow up
in today's society and never
attend school? I think you
would see the fallacy of this
kind of thinking. The truth is
you would be preparing that
person for a life of failure and
disappointments due to their

lack of an academic education.

And yet, it seems that when it
comes to our Christian educa-
tion and nurture, we can put
those disciplines on the back
burner of our lives and some-
how think we will be disci-
ples of Jesus Christ by os-
mosis.

Just as I sincerely believe,
that you can’t neglect an
academic education without the
consequences of failure and
discouragement, I believe you
can’t neglect your spiritual for-
mation, too. I think that’s why
we see so many well meaning
people make an initial commit-
ment to following Christ but
soon fall away when adversity
and troubles come to their
lives.

I recently read this in an arti-
cle and would share it with you
for your consideration.

“Imagine what your faith life
would be like if you had never

attended Sunday school,

read your Bible,
or experienced
any other group that
explored the Scriptures.
You would only know
the faith stories by way
of the short selections
of Scriptures read during
worship and from
conversation with others.
Education—Iearning—undergirds
everything we do
and is a firm foundation
in the life of faithful discipleship,
yet it is more than that.
At its best,
Christian education

is about information, formation, and
transformation”.

I appreciate your reading this with
an open heart and mind and may
you be encouraged to consider your
place at the table of fellowship as
we share God’s Word together.

In Christ, Sastor Fenwy

| Rebuilding Together. Please plan on coming together on April 9 and 16 to improve the living conditions for one
R of our neighbors. Mrs. Johnson is 90 years old and lives by herself on an annual income of less than $9,000/year. There
2@ % ... is much that we can do in Christian love to help her out, painting, repairing steps and gutters, grab bars and faucets, and
| a wheelchair ramp. Everyone is encouraged to get involved, please contact Christ Trout for more info at either 943-

%} 0135 or trout295@hotmail.com.
BERRR

Little Things Continue to Mean A Lot..

From the Little Church Who Can, Gary’s UMC will continue to collect for the Prince George
Food Bank, we collected 59 items for December/January and 63 for February.
Our targeted items for the next 2 months are:

\

March Ramen Noodles, pasta, rice & beans

April Toilet Paper and Soap
Please continue to place donations in one of the two collection areas (Narthex or back hall way).

~ Should you wish to physically help, they are open on Tues & Fri from 10-2. Gary’s UMC volun-
S teers the 4th Friday of each month. Submitted by Julie &
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ALL AGES EXPLORE THE SAME
ScRIPTURE EAcH WEEK

Family Friendly—get kids and parents talking about God at home!

Dear Parent

Your Family is important to
church, and we want to support
your role as spiritual leader to
your child.

In our effort to provide the high-
est quality Christian education, we
are using FaithWeaver© Sunday
school. FaithWeaver makes Bible
learning fun by using a variety of
active experiences to help students
learn in the ways they learn best.

It also helps people of all ages
“weave faith into life” by apply-
ing the Bible to their lives
throughout every week.

Research shows that the most

—
—

powerful influence on chil-
dren’s faith development is the
conversations about faith that
take place in the home. We
want to partner with you in your
child’s Christian education.

With these resources, you can
make a huge contribution to
your child’s Christian growth
by leading activities and discus-
sions that help make connec-
tions and apply what’s learned
at church to daily life. That is
why every week your child will
receive a take-home paper that
includes ideas for family dis-
cussions and activities that will
help cement what your child

learns at church.

All resources—for infants
through adults—explore the
same Bible story, making it
easier for you to help your
family grow in faith together.

This quarter we hope you’ll
find encouragement in your
role as a parent and a spiritual
leader for your child. May
these tools serve to remind you
how important you are in your
child’s life—and how blessed
you are to be entrusted with
this awesome responsibility!

God Bless you! FaithWeaver©

a week.

'Ry |
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SUNPAY SCHOOL

Changes are happening among us. As our Pastor al-
luded to in his February 20th sermon, you cannot un-
derstand The Word of God in just a 15 minute sermon once
Each Sunday morning starting at 9:45 AM we are holding a .
new Sunday School program. Starting March 6, we will have several classes established by age
group and a couple of special interest classes. For our core curriculum, Brandi Butterworth and
Stacia Lee will be working with our children, Chris Trout and Mike Henning will be working with our
youth, and I will be working with our adults, until The Spirit calls on someone new to become a
teacher. We will be exploring The Word of God in a unified format. Gene Mims is offering an al-
ternative adult class based on a DVD series called Nooma, exploring our modern world from a per-
spective of Jesus. Shirley Butler is offering an in depth practice of prayer from the perspective of
the tabernacle pattern. We are planning more specialized classes and events in the months to
v come. If there is something in your heart
. that you would like us to teach, or that you
feel led to teach, please let us know. All
that we ask, is that you come! Each of our
teachers are dedicated to helping you under-
stand The Word and how it would apply to
you. Just one hour could change your life!

Submitted by Steve Snodgrass,
Sunday School Coordinator
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March 2011

SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS

SUN MON TUE WED

THU

e 3/2 - Every Wed Night

FRI 7PM Bible Study ~

SAT

1 2 BS 3

Philippians.
® 3/6 UMM Mtg 8:30 AM

8 Shrove
5-7

9 Ash/SCE/ | 10
Council
Mtg.

6 MYF all |7
youth mtg

® 3/6 ALL Youth meet after
church. MYF, Stars &
Angels

11 12

e 3-8 Shrove Tues Pancake

15umMw |16 BS 17

Mtg

13umMMm |14
Mtg// Day-
light Sav.

18 19 Supper 5-7 PM
3/9 SCE Blandford 5:30

20 21 District |22

News Due

23 BS

24 CF Mtg |25 26

3/9 Council Mtg 7:30PM
3/13 UMM Mtg 7 PM

3/13 Spring Forward for
Daylight Savings

27 28 29 30 BS 31

Pls Note
Times/Dates
can change!

e 3/24 Compassionate
Friends Mtg 7PM

Meecy and Texas Redwine have settled in Hawaii

Reeping in Gouch...
Ms. Elsie Beck
10601Talleysville Rd, New Kent 23124

Ms. Rose Hartley, 732-9839
23234 Pin Grove Place, Petersburg 23803

and can be reached by email:
star_tigeress25@yahoo.com

Fzrewooa’ Anyone? We have a new member

g who is in need of removal
J of this tree. Is there a
§ member in need of fire-

 with a big truck? Can we
coordinate some assis-
ance for our new
neighbor? Contact Karen Dearman Bailey for de-
tails., 732-8454.

Where 2 or more are gathered...Prayer
Warriors have been pray-
ing for additional warriors
to join, but they’ve had no
response. The thought
was if the meeting time
was changed from
Wednesday mornings to perhaps an hour or so
before either the bible study on Wednesday
nights or Choir practice on Thursday nights.
Additional warriors may consider. How about
you? IF you are feeling like this would suit you,
please contact Carole Lee at 732-6900.
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SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS

April 2011

e 4/6 Every Wed Night

7PM Bible Study SUN

MON

TUE WED THU FRI SAT

® 4/9 & 4/16 Rebuilding
Petersburg w/UMM

o 4/10 UMM Mtg 8:30AM

o 4/12 UMW Mtg 7PM

e 4/21 Compassionate
Friends 7PM

6 BS 7 8 9 RBP

10 umm 11

o Pls Note Times and Mtg

Dates Can Change.

12 utMw
Mtg

13 BS 14 15 16 RBP

e Also check out the 17 18
Cluster News on Page 7
for SCE’’s.

20 BS 21 CF7PM |22 23

o SCE - Stands for Sister
Church Event 24 25

o Choir Ea Thurs 7:30PM

27 BS 28 29 30

United Methodist Men’s
(UMM) Group

Men of all ages are invited to join us on the sec-
ond Sunday of each month at 8:30 for our fellow-
ship breakfast. We will be studying The Word of
The Lord and how it applies to us, as men, while
we also plan a few activities to enjoy some fel-
lowship with one another out in the community.

Chris Trout is again coordinating
our participation in the Rebuilding
Petersburg event on April 9th and
16th . Please volunteer your time to
participate in this community minis-
try opportunity.

Also, come join us on May 21* for a
chicken dinner. All proceeds raised
will be given to Gary’s Girl Scouts
to help in their efforts to go to Sa-
vannah, GA this year.

Strengthening all men through
Christ,

Steve Snodgrass, UMM President

United Methodist Women's
(UMW) Group

All women of the church are welcome to join us,
we meet the 3rd Tuesday of every month. Mark
your calendars for our next two meetings, March
8 and April 11 at 7PM in the social hall.

As you mark the UMW
dates on your calendar,
don't forget we'll be hold-
ing the Pancake Supper
on March 8 from 5-7 PM.
$5 for Adults and $3 for
children. Do come sup-
port this ministry. Homeward Bound band will
be present to entertain us during the pancake
supper.

Campblli

Yes, the UMW continue to
collect these labels, thank you
for your support.

Submitted by Jean Janeka
UMW President

@
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MYF ~ Youth News

Gary's MYF Chili
Cook-off in Janu-
ary netted them ap-
proximately $450
which allowed just
under 20 youth to

— 4

attend the Blackstone Retreat.

Thank you for your support!

sk 3k sk sk ok sk sk ke ook ok sk sk skoskok sk

And the winner is... for the MYF Chili
Cook-off...Mike Henning ~ 1st place.
He was kind enough to share the
winning ingre-
dients. Only
caveat, he
doesn’t go by
recipe he goes
by whatever he
feels like put-
ting in.

I am not sure if you have ever been to
Mexico, at least away from the border
in Baja, they use shredded beef in those
dishes and diced or cubed meat in other
dishes.

So, to start your chili get anything other
than hamburger, the other day I used
stew meat, but you can use any inexpen-
sive cut of beef and cube it, or dice it,
your preference. Brown the meat with
some onion and a small amount of gar-
lic. To the meat mixture add Bush’s

Chili beans, I used three cans for the
chili the other day. Then add one can of
Rotel tomatoes. If you like your chili
spicy then use the Rotel with chilies if
you are more bland, you can use Rotel
and lime (I used the Rotel with lime for
the church chili). In deference to those
who use salt on their food I did put
about a teaspoon of salt in the chili for
church but would not have done that at
home. I have a slow cooker and
cooked the chili over night, a little more
than 12 hours. To the best of my mem-
ory that is what I did for the church
chili. Since I don’t use recipes nothing
ever tastes the same as the time before
which makes life interesting.

M. Henning.
s s s st s sk s s s se s st s s st s sk sk sfe sk

PRAY ~ March brings the con-
clusion of our 6 month Bible
Study program called PRAY. At
the end of the program, we have
had 6 middle school boys and 1
high school complete the program
and fulfill the requirements to also
achieve their religious emblem
award through Boy Scouts of
America. They will each be rec-
ognized by Gary’s at a party on
March 23", where we will provide
their certificates and medals. Each
will also receive their Boy Scout-
ing Awards during their own

Troop meeting presentations. It has
been an honor and a privilege to work
with these young men during this
time and a very special thank you
goes out to John Houlberg for teach-
ing the high school class.

May Christ continue to light our paths,
Steve Snodgrass, PRAY Coordinator

KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK

God Bless you!

We do have someone who an-
swered the calling for our youth.

Please welcome

Jennie Lockett and Lori Heflin
Leaders of Gary's Rising Stars

And
’ Kacee Thompson
SO\ and
\‘ Roxanne Comer
Leaders of Gary's
Angels
Thank you all
for answering L\
that call. v

Kok oK ok Kk K >k >k ok ok ok ok k kK >k >k >k

All Youth Groups Meet March 6

Gary'’s Prayer Warriors request the following

individuals be in your prayers...

Lesa Roakes

Jim Campbell
Madison Mingloski
Cliff & Joanne Lee
Bob McKinsey

Kim Lambert

Juanita Carwile
Bernadette Lafreniere
Deborah Romero
Nancy Elder

Jim Redmond

Peggy Wood
Ed Wessel Jackson Hutton
Sherry Chappel Lorraine Contiois
Toddie Lee Travis Rainey
Howard Edwards Melinda Layden
Ben T & Hope Mitchell Dick Brouer
Joyce Griffith Patrick Crockett
Joe Bender James Hanegan
Edna Brockwell Danielle Dudley
Robin Pugh Yoder Chuck Ball
Clint Lanier Rachael Salyard
Chad Moyer Cooper Abbot

Also please REMEMBER
our Shut-Ins: Elsie Beck,
Lola Lane, Catherine
Price, Kathleen Barnes

Pastor Henry and
Shirley Butler

~

Our youth and families.

Those serving in the Armed
Forces

The Least, the Last and the
Lost

The Need of Additional
Prayer Warriors
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Happy Birthday to You! Happy Anniversary
F d o I o Fr ¥ fe A I o o fe fe A I o Fr A A A A e o to You!
YAe g :
i March April i B March
- Inez Tyrcha 3 Benjamin Lee 1 i, > None
i Tyler Moore 3 Teresa Williams 1 i
4 Mike Lee 5  Scottie Milam 2 4 April
7 LeAnn Binger 14  Elaine Klenotiz 4 _ P
. ¥- || Ed and Deanie Wessel 2
e Jane Lee 14 Gilbert Lee 5 e .
. . John and Erin Houlberg 20
< Johnny Callis 15  Caroline Covington 6 < | ~° _ _
. ¢ [ Mitch and Willene Simmons 30
2 Sherry Telle 18 Russell Kvasnicka 6 i
7 Mark Crutchfield 20  Rebecca Denton 7
i Savorn Moore 21  Mike Fisher 9 i
7 Curtis Stevens 22 Chris Douglas 9 *
"\ Bill Bogese 23 Mark Scott 12 7
7+ Robbie Elmore 23 Kevin Harris 13 4
i Henry Fisher 23  Tom Denton 16 i
4¢ Brett Wilcox 26 Shirley Butler 19 Compassion for those thaf have a
L Neai YA . . .
’ Neil Zahrakda 26 Peggy Ball 25 27 friend or family member whp is now
i i Chris Comer 27 - .
i Richard Balley 27 * residing with the Ldrd:
Joe Tyler 27  Arnold Walker 29 i
4 Tim Linkous 29 e Wanda/Sam
i Griffin Williams 31 i Perkinson, Rose
N ¥ Moye,
Ag Ag
A A A A A A AL SR A NG A G A G A A gt S A A A G A G A A g A
Cluster News: First Cluster Meeting was held at Bland-

ford UMC on January 19 at 4PM. Next one at Oak Grove TBD.

® 2098 ¢ & pangiord 5 Wil begin a bible study (BS) on Wednesdays ~ Adam Hamil-
b 1 A t o n @Hours That Changed the World , Starting  March9 @ 10 am .
i Books are available for $12, if youbd

sions, we can order you a book anyway!
Easter. Ash Wednesday service March 9th  at 5:30.
Blandford & Oak Grove Sharing Oak Grove 8 Every 3rd Tuesday of the month bingo/party at Battle-
Christ w/Gary’s & Community | field/Golden Living Center at 7PM. Every other month (the 4th Tues-
day) @ 5:30 we feed Salvation Army Winter Emergency Shelter
(SAWE). Please contact Anna Christopher @ 732 -7918 for any info on happenings at Oak Grove.

Want more info on above, ASK and Thee shall receive!

Especially if youd6d |ike to visit these missions.

T

ke a b
nis i s




Garyds Unitled Met hodi st Church

13501 Sunnybrook Road
Prince George, VA 238D5

Church Phorg638201
Emapastor@garysumc.oig
Rev. Dr. Henry Butler, Ppstor

804639985 Gary’s Thanks God for

YOU!

Visit us on the web!
WWW.garysumc.org

March—April 2011

GARY’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (UMC) MISSION

e To encourage every person to become a disciple for Jesus Christ. Everyone is
welcome to be a part of this community of faith that nurtures our brothers and
sisters, reaches out to those in need, and witness to those without hope.

Join us!
Sunday School 9:45
Worship Service 11:00 MAY GOD RICHLY BLESS YOU!




